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UTILIZATION 

dF SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS 
SUMMARY OF NONMEDICAL STATISTICS 
W. Frank Lewis, Division of Health Resources UtiZization Statistics 
INTRODUCTION 
This report presents estimates on the utiliza­
tion of short-stay hospitals in the United States 
based on information collected in the Hospital 
Discharge Survey, a continuous nationwide 
survey conducted by the National Center for 
Health Statistics. Data were abstracted from 
about 225,000 hospital records of inpatients 
discharged from the 424 hospitals that partici­
pated in the survey. 
Results of the survey permit generation of 
four basic types of reports-nonmedical, diag­
nostic, surgical, and patient charges+hat are 
published in Series 13 of Vital and Health 
Statistics and as selected supplements of 
Monthly Vital Statistics Reports.l-l 8 Data 
shown in this report are nonmedical data on 
patients, excluding newborn infants, discharged 
from non-Federal short-stay hospitals during 
1972. Estimates are presented on the number 
and rate of discharges and days of care and on 
average length of stay for patients discharged, by 
age, sex, color, geographic region, bed size, and 
type of ownership (control) of hospitals. 
This report has three focuses: (1) an analysis 
of hospital discharges, (2) an analysis of days of 
care and length of stay, and (3) some regional 
comparisons of the data by selected variables 
(tables 1-17 and figures l-6). Since the estimates 
are based on a sample of discharges from partici­
pating hospitals rather than on all discharges 
from all short-stay hospitals, they are subject to 
sampling error. Tables and graphs of approxi­
mate sampling errors and instructions for their 
use are given in the section, “Reliability of Esti­
mates” in appendix I. 
Appendix II contains definitions of terms 
relating to hospitalization and to the character­
istics of patients and of hospitals surveyed. Since 
several of these terms have specialized meaning 
in the Hospital Discharge Survey, familiarity 
with the definitions will aid in interpreting the 
data. 
SELECTED FINDINGS 
An estimated 31.6 million inpatients, with an 
estimated 245.1 million days of care and an 
average length of stay of 7.7 days per hospital 
episode, were discharged from non-Federal 
short-stay hospitals in 1972. In terms of annual 
rates, the rate of days of care per 1,000 civilian 
noninstitutionalized population was 1,199.9, 
and the discharge rate was 154.9 per 1,000. Of 
the discharges in 1972, 72.8 percent were from 
voluntary nonprofit hospitals, 21.1 were from 
State and local government hospitals, and only 
6.1 were from proprietary hospitals. 
When compared by age, rates of discharge 
ranged from 73.7 per 1,000 population for 
patients under age 15 (13.2 percent of all 
discharges) to 332.9 per 1,000 for patients aged 
65 years and over. A comparison by sex shows 
rates of discharge and of days of care to be 
higher for females than for males. When deliver­
ies are included, the discharge rate for females 
(179.7 per 1,000 population) was 41 percent 
higher than that for males (127.8 per 1,000); 
excluding deliveries, however, the rate was only 
1 
17 percent higher. Only at the two age extremes 
(under 15 years and 65 years and over) was the 
rate for males (81.6 and 360.8, respectively) 
higher than that for females (65.3 and 312.3, 
including and excluding deliveries, respectively). 
Hospitalization utilization figures by color are 
grouped in the categories “white,” “all other,” 
and “color not stated.” Since the number of 
discharged patients for whom color was not 
stated is slightly larger than that for the all other 
group, data analysis by color must be inter­
preted with caution. Based on estimates of 
patients discharged for whom color was stated, 
those identified as white outnumbered the all 
other group by about 7 to 1. As a group, white 
patients were older than all other patients, but 
those in each age-sex group had shorter average 
lengths of stay than’the all other group. 
Age distribution within hospitals varied by 
size of hospital. The smallest hospitals had 
proportionately more patients aged 65 years and 
over than the largest hospitals, where only 16.7 
percent of the patients were 65 years and over. 
Average length of stay increased with hospital 
size from 6.3 days in the smallest hospitals to 
9.0 days in hospitals with 500 ,beds or more. 
Regional differences were apparent in number 
of discharges, ranging from 4.9 million in the 
West Region to 10.2 million in the South. 
Average length of stay was longest in the 
Northeast Region, 9.1 days, and lowest in the 
West, where length of stay averaged only 6.3 
days. 
DISCHARGES AND DISCHARGE RATES 
Age and Sex 
Patients under 15 years of age accounted for 
an estimated 4.2 million discharges, or 13.2 
percent of all patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals in 1972. Of these, 2.3 percent 
were under 1 year, 3.9 percent were l-4 years, 
and 7.0 percent were 5-14 years of age (figure 
1). The discharge rate for the group under 15 
years of age (73.7 discharges per 1,000 popula­
tion) was lower than that for any other age 
group shown in table A. In contrast, the 
discharge rate for persons 65 years and over was 




Under 1 year ........ 
1-4WB ............ 
5-14 years ........... 
1544 years.. . . . . . . 
45764 years . . . . . . . . . 
65 years and over.. . . 
Both sexes Male Female 
SEX 
Figure 1. Percent distribution of patients discharged from 
short-stay hospitals by age, according to sex: United States, 
1972. 
Males 65 years and over were discharged at a 
rate ‘of 360.8 per 1,000’ population compared 
with the lower rate for females of 312.3 per 
1,000. For all age groups, however, discharge 
rates for females (excluding deliveries) were 
higher than those for males, 149.2 versus 127.8 
per 1,000 population. There were more male 
than female discharges in each age group under 
15 years of age. At under 1 year of age, males 
outnumbered females 423,000 to 301,000; at 
age l-4 years, 717,000 to 526,000; and at ages 
5-14 years, 1,214,OOO to 988,000 (table 17). 
Within these young age groups there was a 
higher percentage of the total male population 
than of the female population (figure l), with 
18.7 percent of the male discharges in the age 
group under 15 years compared with 9.6 percent 
of females. 
As shown in table A, the effect of deliveries 
can be seen, in the trend of discharge rates by 
age. The rates for males and for females exclud-
Table A. Number and rate of 	 discharges and of days of care, and average length of stay for patients discharged from 
short-stay hospitals, by age and sex: United States, 1972 
Number of discharges in thousands 
All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31,627 
Under 15 years ...................................... 4,174 
15-44 years ......................................... 13,331 
45-64 years ......................................... 7,488 
65 years and over ..................................... 6,634 
Rate of discharges per 1,000 population 
All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127.8 
Under 15 years ...................................... 
1544 years ......................................... 
45-64 years ......................................... 
65 years and over ..................................... 
Allages ........................................ 
Under 15 years ...................................... 
15-44 years ......................................... 
45-64 years ......................................... 
65 years and over ..................................... 
All ages . . . . ..*..............*.................. 
Under 15 years ...................................... 
15-44 years ......................................... 
45-64 years ......................................... 
‘65yearsandover ..................................... 
All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
179.7 149.2 
81.6 65.3 64.8 
91.0 216.6 144.0 
173.8 179.9 179.7 
360.8 312.3 312.3 
Number of days of care in thousands 
245,060 11 104,037 1 140,633 1 127,658 
18,651 10,761 7,851 7,799 
75,770 25,261 50,393 37,488 
69,401 32,751 36,524 36,506 
81,238 35,264 45,865 . 45,865 
Rate of days of care per 1,000 population 
Average length of stay in days 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.7 II 8.3 1 7.4 I 8.1 
Under 15 years ...................................... 
1544 years ......................................... 
45-64 years ......................................... 
65yearsandover ..................................... 
’ Figures include data for sex not stated. 
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ing deliveries increased consistently with increas­
ing age. 
Discharge data for patients by color are 
shown in table 1 according to the categories 
“white, ” “all other,” and “color not stated.” An 
estimated 23.9 million white patients and 3.6 
million all other patients for whom color was 
reported were discharged from short-stay hos­
pitals in 1972. White patients outnumbered all 
other patients by about 7 to 1. Color was not 
stated in the medical record summary sheets for 
about 4.1 million patients, a number greater 
than that for patients identified as all other. The 
age-sex distributions of patients for whom color 
was not stated suggest that they were propor­
tional in color to those for whom it was stated. 
There were more white patients than all other 
patients 45 years and over, 47.1 percent and 
29.6 percent, respectively. Approximately 1 in 5 
of the estimated number of white patients was 
aged 65 or over compared with 1 in 8 among 
patients of races other than white (figure 2). 
White patients included 40 percent males and 
60 percent females, compared with 36 percent 
males and 64 percent females in the all other 
category. A smaller percentage of white females 
hospitalized for deliveries than all other patients 
accounted for most of this difference. 
Bed Size of Hospital 
For all hospital sizes the percent of patients 
under 15 years of age discharged during 1972 
was approximately the same, between 13 and 14 
percent; however, patients differed appreciably 
in the percent distributions for the three age 
groups 15 years and older (table 3). The smallest 
hospitals had proportionately fewer discharged 
patients aged 15-64 years than the largest 
hospitals. On the other hand, for the age group 
65 years and over, the smallest hospitals had 
more patients discharged (25.2 percent) than the 
largest hospitals (16.7 percent). In other words, 
the smaller the hospital, the more likely that a 
larger percent of its discharged patients would 
be found in the oldest age group, and the larger 
the hospital, the larger the relative percent of 
patients to be found in the age group 15-64 
years. 
AGE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
Under 15 years . . 
1544 years . . . . . . 
45.64 years:. . . 
65 years and over. 
White Ali,&her Color not stated 
COLOR 
Figure 2. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals, by color and age: United States, 1972. 
This trend by age and hospital size was true 
for males and, with the exception of the age 
group 45-64 years, for females. The percentages 
of female discharges 45-64 years old were 
essentially the same (19.9,.19.8, 20.8, 22.1, and 
22.4 percent) for each size hospital. When 
deliveries were excluded, the trend of increased 
percentage of patients 45-64 years old with 
increased hospital size was only slightly apparent 
(23.7, 24.0, 25.1, 26.6, and 27.1 percent). 
Type of Ownership of Hospital 
Vohmtary nonprofit hospitals (operated by a 
church or other nonprofit organization) cared 
for 23.0 million patients in 1972, accounting for 
73 percent of all patients discharged from 
short-stay hospitals (table 4). Government hos­
pitals (controlled by State or local government) 
accounted for 6.7 million discharges, or 21 
percent of all patients, and proprietary hospitais 
discharged 1.9 million, or 6 percent. There were 
relatively few differences in the percent distribu-
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tions by age and sex. However, the relative 
proportion of male to female discharges varied 
with the type of hospital, with government 
hospitals recording female discharges 44 percent 
greater than for males (3,940,OOO and 
2,736,000, respectively). Voluntary hospitals 
cared for 52 percent more females than males, 
and proprietary hospitals cared for 62 percent 
more females. When hospitalization for deliver­
ies was excluded, female patients outnumbered 
males by 25 percent in all types of hospitals. 
There was a noticeable difference between 
voluntary and government hospitals in the distri­
bution of patients aged 15-44 years: 44.8 
percent of patients discharged from government 
hospitals were in this age group, while only 41.3 
.percent were discharged from voluntary 
hospitals. 
DAYS OF CARE AND LENGTH 
OF STAY 
Age and Sex 
The rates of days of care by age group ranged 
from 231.6 days per 1,000 population aged 5-14 
years to 5,326.8 days per 1,000 population aged 
75 years and over (table 6). Starting with age 
group 5-14 years, the days of care rate increased 
with each advance in age. Age groups under 15 
years represented 7.6 percent of all days of care; 
ages 15-44, 31.0 percent; ages 45-64, 28.3 
percent; and ages 65 and over, 33.2 percent. 
The average length of stay for patients dis­
charged during 1972 was 7.7 days. Average 
length of stay increased with each successive age 
group from 4.5 days for patients under age 15 to 
12.2 days for patients aged 65 years and over 
(table 9). For all age groups, about two-thirds 
were discharged within a week (table 7). 
The days of care rates per 1,000 population 
were lower for females than for males under 15 
and over 54 years of age (table 6). Deliveries 
exerted less influence on the days of care rate 
than on the rate of discharges for females 
because of the relatively short average length of 
stay. The average length of stay for females aged 
15-44 years is lowered by approximately half a 
day when deliveries are included. Generally 
speaking, females under 65 years of age had 
shorter lengths of stay than males, and females 
65 years and over had longer lengths of stay 
(table 9). 
Color 
Differences between the age and sex distribu­
tions of days of care utilized by white and all 
other patients for whom color was stated are 
shown in table 8. Patients under age 15 years in 
the all other group used a larger proportion 
(11.7 percent) of days of care than did white 
patients in this age group, who used 7.1 percent. 
Among white patients, approximately 
36 percent of the days of care were provided for 
patients under 45 years of age; among all others, 
about 55 percent of the days of care were 
provided for this age group. For ages 65 years 
and over, white patients-both men and 
women-used a considerably larger percentage of 
days of care than did aI1 other patients, 35.1 
percent and 21.2 percent, respectively. 
There was little difference in the average 
length of stay by coIor, with white patients 
averaging 7.8 days and all other patients 7.9 
days per stay (table 9). Average length of stay 
for the two color groups was about the same 
because the white discharged patients included a 
larger percentage of older patients with longer 
hospital stays than did the all other group. For 
every age and sex group, however, the average 
stay was significantly shorter for white patients 
than for all others. Regardless of color, males 
had a longer length of stay than females includ­
ing deliveries. All other males average 1% days 
longer than all other females when deliveries are 
excluded, primarily because of the 8.7 day 
average length of stay for age group 15-44 years. 
, 	 White males and those with color not stated had 
approximately the same lengths of stay as 
females excluding deliveries. 
. Bed Size of Hospital 
Days of care for hospital size also varied by 
age. For patients aged 65 years and over, days of 
care ranged from 25.5 percent in the largest 
hospitals to 41.4 percent in the smallest hos­
pitals (table 12)., Days of care of patients aged 
15-44 was 27.6 percent in hospitals with fewer 
than 100 beds, and 34.9 percent in those with 
500 beds or more. . 
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Average length of stay increased as age and 
hospital size increased, ranging from 6.3 days in 
the smallest hospitals to 9.0 days in the largest 
hospitals, and from 4.5 days for the youngest 
group to 12.2 days for the oldest group. This 
was true for both sexes (table 13). The shortest 
length of stay, 3.5 days, was for the age group 
under 15 discharged from hospitals with 6-99 
beds. The longest length of stay was 13.7 days 
for the group 65 years and over discharged from 
hospitals with 500 beds or more. 
The pattern of length of stay increasing by 
size of hospital was true for each of the four 
regions. The trend was most evident in the 
Northeast and West Regions, where average 
length of stay in the largest hospitals exceeded 
that in the smallest hospitals by 3.1 days (table 
16). This trend was more pronounced for males 
than for females in each of the four regions, 
regardless of delivery status. For the male 
episodes in the 15-44 age group, the average 
length of stay in the largest hospitals was 
between 61 and 105 percent longer than that in 
the smallest hospitals in each of the regions. 
Type of Ownership of Hospital 
The 245.1 million days of care utilized in 
1972 were distributed by ownership of hospital 
as follows: voluntary nonprofit hospitals, 183.2 
million days or 74.7 percent; government hos­
pitals, 49.5 million days or 20.2 percent; and 
proprietary hospitals, 12.4 million days or 5.1 
percent (table 14). 
The relative proportion of males to females 
varied considerably among the three types of 
hospitals for days *of care provided. In govern­
ment hospitals, days of care provided for fe: 
males including deliveries was 23 percent greater 
than the days for males; in voluntary nonprofit 
hospitals, days of care provided for females was 
37 percent greater. than for males; and in 
proprietary hospitals, days of care for females 
was 60 percent greater than for males. 
Average length of stay was consistently 
shorter in proprietary hospitals than in volun­
tary nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all 
age groups. Average length of stay in govern­
ment hospitals was also shorter than in volun­
tary nonprofit hospitals for both sexes and all 
age groups except under 15 years, where average 
length of stay was longer in the government 
hospitals (table 15). For all age groups under 65 
years, the average length of stay’in proprietary 
hospitals was shorter than in the other hospital 
ownership groups for both sexes, excluding 
deliveries, and all age groups. The difference 
between lengths of stay for males and females 
including deliveries was small for proprietary 
hospitals, and approximately 1 day for volun­
tary nonprofit and government hospitals. The 
average length of stay, was about the same for 
both sexes.when deliveries are excluded. For the 
group 15-44 years old, the average length of stay 
for males varied between ‘/r day and 1% days 
longer than that for females, regardless of 
delivery status, for each type of hospital. 
GEOGRAPHIC .RgGION 
Age and Sex 
The n?mber of discharges in 1972 by geo­
graphic region ranged from 4.9 million in the 
West Region to 10.2 million in the South Region 
(tables 2 and 5): Th e number of discharges per 
1,000 population ranged from an estimated 
139.3 in the West Region to 166.3 in the North 
Central ‘Region. Among the age groups the 
greatest relative difference was found ,in the 
under 15 group, 59.7 and 86.1 per 1,000 
population in the West and North Central 
Regions, respectively (table B). 
The number of days of care per 1,000 
population followed a similar pattern, being 
lowest in the West Region and highest in the 
North Central Region. The rates were 881.3 
days and 1,329.l days, respectively, a difference 
of 50.9 percent. For patients under 15 years, 
these two regions differed even more signifi­
cantly, with the days of care per 1,000 in the 
North Central Region being 85 percent higher 
than those in the West Region (395.4 and 214.1 
days of care). 
Average length of stay in days was highest in 
the Northeast Region and, again, lowest in the 
West Region: 9.1 days and 6.3 days, .respec­
tively. This pattern was consistent for all age 
groups, with the difference between the North­
east’&d the West Regions being greatest in ‘the 
65 years and over age group, 14.8 and 10.0 days, 
respectively, a difference of 48.0 percent. 
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Table B. Rate of discharges and of days of care and average length of stay for patients discharged from short-stay 
hospitals, by age and geographic region: United States,1972 
All
Age gions Northeast Cyn:tri, South West 
Allages ...................................... 
Under 15 years ..................................... 
15-44years ....................................... 
45-64 years ....................................... 
65yearsandover ................................... 
All ages ...................................... 
Under 15 years ..................................... 
15-44 years ....................................... 
45-64 years ....................................... 
65yearsandover ................................... 
All ages ...................................... 
Under 15years.. ................................... 
15-44 years ....................................... 
45-64’years ....................................... 
65yearsandover ................................... 
The average length of stay showed the same 
age and regional trends, with length of stay for 
both sexes being longest in the Northeast Region 
for the age group 65 years and over, and shortest 
in the West Region for the group under 15 years. 
Average length of stay was slightly longer for 
males, in all regions, but females 65 years and 
over in each of the four regions had longer stays 
than did males in this age group (table 11). 
Color 
Color differences were found among the 
regions in the rate of discharges. The Northeast 
Region had the highest proportion of white 
Rate of discharge per 1,000 population 
154.9 II 145.3 I 166.3 I 160.7 1 139.3 
73.7 67.3 86.1 75.1 59.7 
156.0 146.2 163.6 164.4 142.4 
177.2 164.9 194.4 178.5 166.2 
332.9 299.3 349.4 355.4 313.2 
Rate of days of care per 1,000 population 
Average length of stay in days 
discharges (81.0 percent) and the North Central 
Region the lowest (70.2 percent) (figure 3). The 
South had the smallest proportion of its patients 
in the “not stated” category, 7.0 percent, in 
contrast to the North Central Region, which had 
22.3 percent listed as not stated. 
Deliveries accounted for a smaller proportion 
of white patients than of all other patients 
hospitalized, 9.3 percent and 15.8 percent, 
respectively (figure 4). For all regions, deliveries 
accounted for a smaller proportion of the total 
discharges for white patients than for all others. 
Average length of stay by color also varied 
among regions. In the Northeast, South, and 
West Regions, white patients had shorter stays 
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
Not stated . . 
All other.. ,... 
White . . . 
Northeast South west North Central 
REGION 
Figure 3. Percent distribution of patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United States, 
1972. 
REGION 
All regions ......... 




5 IO 15 20 25 
All other PERCENT 
Figure 4. Percentage of deliveries of total discharges from 
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United 
States, 1972. 
than all others (figure 5), but in the North 
Central Region white patients had longer stays. 
Excluding deliveries, about 51.9 percent of the 
white patients were 45 years of age and over in 
every region (figure 6), whereas only 35.1 
percent of all other patients were 45 years or 
older. 
For the population aged 15 and over, regional 
differences were found for patients in the all 
other color category aged 15-44 years. Over 6.5 
percent of all other patients in the Northeast 
and North Central Regions were aged 15-44 
years, compared with 62.9 percent in the South 
and 60 percent in the West (Table C). 
Average length of stay of patients aged 65 and 
over in the all other color category varied 
considerably by region, from 11.1 days in the 
West to 21.0 in the Northeast (Table D). 
CONCLUSION 
Analysis of estimates on the utilization of 
short-stay hospitals in the United States for 
1972 in terms of age, sex, race,‘hospital size and 
q All other q White q Color not stated 
REGION 
7.9 
All regions.. . . . . . . 7.8 
Northeast . . . . . . . . . 
North Central ...... 
South ............ 
AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS 
Figure 5. Average length of stay for patients discharged from 
short-stay hospitals, by geographic region and color: United’ 
States, 1972. 
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Table C. Number and percent distribution of patients 15 years and over discharged from short-stay hospitals by 
geographic region and age, according to color: United States, 1972 
All Color All Color 
Geographic region and Total White other not Total White other not 
age colors stated colors stated 
Number in thousands Percent distribution 
United States 
15yearsandover .............. 27,453 20,858 3,584 100.0 
15-44 years. ...................... 13,331 9,602 1,948 1,781 48.6 46.0 64.7 49.7 
45-64 years ....................... 7,488 5,900 632 955 27.3 28.3 21.0 26.7 
65 years and over .................. 6,634 5,356 432 . 847 24.2 25.7 14.3 23.6 
Northeast 
15 years and over .............. 6,248 5,075 642 532 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1544 years ....................... 2,935 2,242 419 273 47.0 44.2 65.4 51.4 
45-64 years ....................... 1,806 1,507 153 146 28.9 29.7 23.8 27.5 
65 years and over .................. 1,507 1,326 69 112 24.1 26.1 10.7 21.1 
North Central 
15 years and over .............. 8,060 5,678 80 1,802 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1544 years. ...................... 3,874 2,575 413 886 48.1 45.3 71.3 49.2 
45-64 years ....................... 2,237 1,631 110 497 27.8 28.7 19.0 27.6 
65 years and over .................. 1,948 1,473 56 419 24.2 25.9 9.7 23.2 
South 
15 years and over .............. 8,836 6,787 638 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1544 years ....................... 4,368 3,183 887 49.4 46.9 62.9 46.6 
45-64 years. ...................... 2,264 1,842 275 25.6 27.1 19.5 23.0 
65 years and over .................. 2,204 1,761 249 24.9 26.0 17.6 30.4 
West 
15yearsandover.. ............ 4,309 3,317 612 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
15-44 years ....................... 2,154 1,601 228 325 50.0 48.3 60.0 53.1 
45-64 years ....................... 1,180 921 94 165 27.4 27.8 24.8 26.9 
65 years and over .................. 975 795 58 123 22.6 24.0 15.2 20.0 
Table D. Average length of stay for patients 15 years and over discharged from short-stay hospitals, by geographic 
region, age, and color: United States, 1972 
All 1 Coior 
Geographic region and age Total White 	 other not 
colors stated 
Average length of stay in days
United States 
15yearsandover .............................................. 8.2 8.3 8.4 
15-44years ...................................................... 5.7 5.6 6.3 
45-64 years ...................................................... 9.3 9.2 11.0 
65yearsandover .................................................. 12.2 12.2 14.0 
Northeast 
15yearsandover .............................................. 9.7 9.7 10.4 
1544years ...................................................... 6.3 6.1 7.6 
45-64 
65yearsandover .................................................. 14.8 14.5 21.0 
North Central 
15yearsandover .............................................. 8.6 8.7 8.4 












years ...................................................... 10.9 10.7 13.4 
South 
15yearsandover .............................................. 7.7 7.6 7.8 
15-44years ...................................................... 5.5 5.3 5.8 
4564years ...................................................... 8.6 8.3 16.1 
65yearsandover ................................................. 11.3 11.2 12.4 
West 
15yearsandover .............................................. 6.7 6.8 7.1 -
1544years ...................................................... 4.7 4.7 5.3 
45-64years ...................................................... 7.6 7.6 8.7 























South.. . . . . . . . . . 
North Central.. . . 
Northeast.. . . . . . . 
EzlWh  be q All other PERCENT 
Figure 6. Percentage of patients aged 45 years and over of total 
inpatients discharged from short-stay hospitals, excluding 
deliveries, by geographic regiop and color: United States, 
1972. 
ownership, .and regions, based on  the Hospital 
Discharge Survey, can be  summarized as follows: 
1. Patients under  15  years of age  had  the 
lowest rates of discharges and  days of care 
per 1,000 population and  the shortest 
average length of stay of a.ny age  group. 
Rate of discharge, rate of days of care, and  
average length of stay increased with age. 
2. Fem$e  patients’ overall had  higher dis­
charge and  days of care rates than did ma le 
patients, but ma le rates were higher than 
those of females for age  groups less than 15  
and  65  years or over. Average length of 
stay was longer for female patients aged  65  
years and  over. 
3. Wh ite patients were generally older than 
patients in the all other category, had  a 
greater proportion of females (but with 
proportionally fewer deliveries), and  had  a 
shorter average length of stay for each age  
and  sex group. 
4. 	Small hospitals tended to have a greater 
proportion of patients in the oldest age  
group, and  large hospitals had  proportion­
ately more of their patients in the 15-64 
age  group. Average length of stay was 
shortest in the smallest hospitals and  in-
creased steadily with hospital size. 
5. Vohtntary hospitals cared for almost three-
quarters of all patients discharged and  
reported female discharges 52  percent 
greater than ma le discharges. Voluntary 
nonprofit hospitals had  the longest average 
length of stay and  proprietary hospitals had  
the shortest. 
6. The  North Central Region had  the highest 
rate of discharges and  days of care per 
1,000 population, and  the West Region had  
the lowest rates. Average length of stay was 
also lowest in the West Region. 
7. In general, patients under  15  years of age  
admitted to hospitals with less than 100  
beds in the West Region had  the shortest 
hospital episodes, whereas female patients 
65  years and  over admitted to hospitals 
with 500  beds or more located in the 
Northeast Region had  the longest average 
length of stay. 
A more complete analysis of the interrelation-
ships among  these variables and  their effects on  
reported estimates is not possible due  to the 
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TABLE 1. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DIScHARGEb FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS~ BY 
COLOR AND AGE DF PATIEVT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UVITEO STA.TES, 1972 




COLOR AND AGE 1/ BOTH MALE ING ING 1/ BOTH m 
SEXES DELIV- DELIV- SEjiES 
ERIES ERIES 
NUMBER OF PAT ENTS DISCHARGED PEPCENT DISTRIBDTIDN 
n IN THDUSANDS 
ALL AGES...... 12,593 18,996 15,772 100.0 1bo;o 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 2,354 1,814 1,800 9.6 11;4 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 3,759 9,557 6,353 50.3 40.3 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 
39485 3,993 3,988 





ALL AGES...... 9,671 14,&9 12,& ioo.0 * 100.0 
UNDER ’ 15 YEARS..... 1,708 1,340 1,33k 9.4 ii.1 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 21790 6.810 4,591 47.9 38.3 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 2,752 3,147 3r 144 22.1 26.2 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 2,421 29932 2,932 20.6 24.4 
ALL OTHER 
ALL AGES...... i,305 2,290 1,721 100.0 100.6 
UNDER, 15 YEARS..... 586 332 254 246 il.1 i4.3 
15-44 YEARS........ lr948 474 1,473 912, 64.3 53.b 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 632 289 342 341 14.9 19.8 
65 YEARS AND OVERi. 432 209 222 222 9.7 ‘12.9 
COLOR NOT STATED 
ALL AGES...... 4,123 1 1,617 2,476 2,048 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 539 314 220 219 13.1 19.4 a.9 10.7 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 11781 495 1~275 650 43.2 ?0.6 51i5 4i.5 
45-64 YEARS.. . . . . . . 955 443 504 503 23.2 27.4 20.4 24.6 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. I(a47 365 ’ 476 476 20.5 22.6 19.2 23.3 
1/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TASLE 2. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRI5UTION OF PATIENTS DISCHASGED FP3Y SHPQT-ST4Y H’-SPITALS BY 
GEOGRAPHIC REGION AND AGE, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCH’ARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPIT4LS. EXCLUDES NEWRnRN INFA.NTS 1 
FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE FEMALE 
I NCLUD- EXCLUD- TVCLUD- EXCLUD-
ZEGI'3N AND 4GE l/ BOTH MALE ING ING l/ BOTH MALE ING ING 
SEXES 	 DELIV- DELIV-
ERIES ERIES 
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED 
UYITED STATES IN T-IDUSANDS 
ALL AGFS...... 31,627 22,593 18,996 15,772 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 4,174 2,354 1,814 1,800 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 13,331 3,759 9,557 6,353 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 7,488 3,485 3,993 3,988 
65 YEQRS AND OVER.. 6,634 2,995 3r 631 3,631 
NORTHEAST 
4LL AGES...... 7,120 2,039 4,272 3,559 
UNDER 15 YEARS.... . 871 494 376 374 
15-44 YEARS... . . . . . 2,935 796 2,137 1,427 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 1,806 850 953 952 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1,507 699 805 805 
NORTH CENTRAL 
ALL AGES...... 9,434 3,807 59616 4,690 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 1,375 779 593 589 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 









65 YEARS 4ND OVER.. 1,948 863 19083 1,083 
SOL)TH 
4LL 4GES...... 10,179 3,967 6,200 5,109 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 1,343 747 594 588 
15-44 YEARS....... . 4.368 11199 39164 2.081 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 










ALL AGES...... 4,894 1,980 2,908 2,415 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 585 334 250 248 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 2,154 645 19507 1,016 
45-64 YEARS.. . . . . . . lr18D 553 625 624 
65 .YEARS AND DVERI. 975 448 526 526 
11 IWLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
SEXES 	 DELIV- DELIV-
EQTES ERIES 
II I I 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTIDN 
LOO.0 100.0 100.0 
13.2 18.7 9.6 
42.2 29.9 50.3 
23.7 27.7 21.0 
21.0 23.8 19.1 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
12.2 17.4 8.8 
41.2 28.0 50.0 
25.4 29.9 22.3 
21.2 24.6 18.9 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
14.6 20.5 10.6 
41.1 29.4 49.0 
23.7 27.4 21.2 
20.7 22.7 19.3 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
13.2 18.8 
42.9 30.2 
22.2 26.1 1.9.8 
21.6 24.8 19.6 
100.0 100.0 100.0 
12.0 16.9 
44.0 32.6 5% 
24.1 27.9 21.5 



























TABLE 3. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHPRGED FROM SHDRT-STAY H@SDITALS BY 
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE DF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPIT4LS. EXCLUDES NEWBOPN INFANTS) 
-
BED SIZE DF 
HOSDITAL AND AGE 
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
ALL SIZES IN THDUSANDS 
ALL AGES...... 31,627 12,593 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 1oo.c 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEAQS . . . . . 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 





2,354 1,814 1,800 
3,759 9,557 6,353 
3,405 3,993 3,988 














ALL AGES...... 6,825 2,685 4,133 3,468 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 859 480 378 376 12.6 17.9 9.2 10.9 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . w.. 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 




7b7 1,977 1,315 
677 822 821 











4LL PGES...... 51909 21331 3,570 2,949 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 811 454 356 354 13.7 19.5 10.0 12.0 
15-44 YEARS.. . . . . . . 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 


























ALL AGES...... 5,385 2,179 3, i96 2,647 100.0 1oq.o 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 755 432 322 319 14.0 19.8 10.1 12.1 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 
45-64 YEARS... . . . . . 


























ALL AGES...... 71509 2,979 4,520 3,756 100.0 100.0 1OO"O 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 977 545 430 428 13.0 18.3 9.5 11.4 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 3,165 892 2,265 1,507 42.1 30.0 50.2 .40.x 
45-64 YEARS . . . . . . . . 19884 883 998 997 25.1 29.7 22.1 26.6 
65 YEARS AND OVER . . 1,483 658 823 823 19.7 22.1 18.2 21.9 
500 BEDS OR MORE 
ALL AGES...... 6,000 2,419 3,575 2,951 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS..... 772 444 328 322 12.9 18.3 9.2 10.9 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . 2,707 781 1,920 ir302 45.0 32.3 53.7 44.1 
45-64 YE4RS . . . . . . . . 1,520 719 800 800 25.3 29.7 22-4 27.1 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. 1.005 476 527 527 16.7 19.7 14.7 17.9 
.. 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FDR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 4. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY 
TYPE OF OWNEPSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING T3 SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
iDISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
II I I II I I 
TYPE 	 DF OWNERSHIP 
AND AGE 
NUMBER OF DISCHARGFD DATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTIOY 
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS 
ALL AGES.. ..... 31,627 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15, YEARS....;. 
15-44 YEARS.. ....... 
45-64 YEARS.. ....... 






















ALL AGES.. ..... 23,014 13,863 11,516 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDFR 15 YEARS.. ..... 3,003 1,689 1,309 11301 13.0 18.5 9.4 11.3 
15-44 YEARS.. ....... 9,514 2,616 6,888 4~552 41.3 28.7 49.7 39.5 
45-64 YEARS ......... 5,609 2,612 2,990 2,987 24.4 28.6 21.6 25.9 
65 YEARS AND OVER ... 4,889 2.206 2,676 2,676 21.2 24.2 19.3 23.2 
GOVERNMENT 
ALL AGES.. ..... 6,685 2,736 3.940 3,183 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDEQ 15 YEARS ...... 923 526 395 389 13.8 19.2 10.0 12.2 
15-44 YEARS.. ....... 2,993 I 937 2,082 1~332 44.8 33.1 52.8 41.9 
45-64 YEARS ......... 1.434 751 749 21.4 24.9 19.1 23.5 
65 YEARS AND OVER ... 1,336 712 712 20.0 22.8 18.1 22.4 
PROPRIETARY 
ALL AGES.. ..... ' 1,928 1,192 1,074 100.0 100.0 100.0 .. 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS ...... . ?49 110 110 12.9 18.9 9.2 10.2 
15-44 YEARS.. ....... 824 236 587 469 42.7 32.2 48.3 43.7 
45-64 YEARS.. ....... 445 192 252 252 23.1 26.2 21.2 23.5 
65 YEARS AND OVER ... 409 167 242 242 21.2 22.7 20.3 22.6 
L/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 5. NUMBER bF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE? BY SEX, AGFI 
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, AND BED STZF OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL 
SEX, AGE, AND REGION 500 
ALL 6-99 loo- BEDS ALL II 6-99 ( lOO- 1 %S 
SIZES BEDS 499 OR SIZES 
BEDS MORE (1 lsEDS j Es j Y&E 
NUMBER OF P4TIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF C4RE 
l/ BOTH SEXES IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS 
UNITED STATES . . . . . . . . . . . 31,627 6,825 la.802 6,000 2451060 43,208 1471925 53~928 
UNDER 15 .YEAR S ............... 4,174 a59 2,543 772 18165.l 39026 11,051 41574 
15-44 YEARS .................. 131331 2*74a 7,880 2,702 75,770 11,920 45,003 18,848 
45-64 YEA9S .................. 7,488 1,500 4,468 1,520 691401 10,393 42,270 16,737 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 6,634 1,718 3,911 1,005 81,238 17,869 49,601 13,768 
NPRTHEAST ............... 7,120 602 5,182 1,336 64,688 ==!= 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... a71 6B ,644 159 4,316 261 3,048 ,1,007 
15-44 YEARS .................. 2,935 228 21101 606 18,420 1,090 12,576 4,354 
45-64 YEA95 .................. 1,806 146 1,317 343 19,633 1,172 14,133 4,328 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. .......... 1,507 160 1,120 227 221319 1,951 16,408 3,960 
NORTH CENTQ.AL.. ......... 9,434 1,535 5,750 2,149 75,398 10,679 45,379 19r3,il 
UNDER 15 YEARS .......... i.. .. 1,375 212 852 311 6,312 '74'8 3,763 iv801 
15’44 YEARS .................. 3,874 548 2,413 914 23,210 2,624 14,258 6,328. 
45-64 YEARS .............. .:. . 2,237 343 1,316 577 21,457 2,600 12,479 6,378 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 1,948 432 1,169 347 24,419 4,706 14,879 4,834 
SOUTH.. ................. 10,179 3,364 4,780 2,035 74,012 21,655-I- 35,614 16,742 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 11343 402 680 261 59925 1,562' 2,868 1,495 
15-44 YEARS .................. 4,368 1,385, 2,043 940 23,921 6,‘03& 11,676 6,107 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 2,264 702 1,087 476 19,370 4,860 9,645 4,865 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 2,204 a75 970 359 247 795 9,195 11,425 49175 
.. 
WEST.. .................. 4,894 1,324 3,090 480 30,962 6,399 20,768 3179’5 
49474 46,165 14,649 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 565 177 367 41 29 097 454 1,372 271 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 2,154 588 1,324 242 101219 2r 168 6,493 1,558 
45-64 YEARS .................. 1,180 3ba 748 124 a?941 1,761 6,014 1,166 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 975 251 652 72 99706 2,017 6,889 800 
MALE 
UNITED STATES.. ......... 12.593 29685 7,489 21419 104r037 24,099 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 2,354 480 1,430 444 10,761 2,716 
15-44 YEARS .................. 3,759 767 2,211 781 251261 6.772 
45-64 YEARS .................. 3,485 677 2,089 719 32,751 8~203 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 2,995 761 1,759 476 35,264 6,408 
NORTHEAST ............... 2,839 264 2,041 534 28,228 6,582 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 494 39 366 a9 2,530 604 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 796 75 553 168 69421 iv870 
45-64 YEARS ................... 050 a0 614 157 9,394 2,107 
65 YEARS AND O ’.!EP ............. 699 71 509 119 .9,883 27001 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STAT.ED. 
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SEX, AGE, AND REGION I 500 ALL b-99 loo- BEDS 
TASLE 
SIZES BEDS 499 OR 
BECIS MORE 
, I 
NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER OF DAYS OF C4RE 
NORTH CENTRAL ........... 3,807 627 2,289 890 31.674 4.421 18.805 8.448 
5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CARE. BY SEX. AGE.. 
GEOGRIPHIC REGION, AND BE3 SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972--C3V. 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL 
. . I I 
MALE--CON. N THOUSANDS 
c IN THOUSANDS 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 
SOUTH ................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 
WEST ; ................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 
45-64 YE4RS .................. 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 
FEMALE INCLUDING DELIVERIES 
UNITED STATES.. ......... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. .......... 
NORTHEAST..  .............. 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 
65 YEPRS 4ND OVER ............ 
NORTH CENTRAL. .. . ....... 
UNDER 15 YEPRS ............... 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45~64 YEARS .................. 
65 YEARS 4ND OVER ............ 
SOUTH ................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 
45-64 YEARS .................. 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 












































41272 336 3,135 801 36,344 2,472 26,425 
















































































779 116 478 185 3,603 400 2,150 1,053 
1.120 163 686 271 7,580 840 4,516 2,224 
I* 044 153 615 276 l.Q, 028 1;200 5,794 3,034 
863 195 511 158 10,463 1,980 6,344. 2,138 
3,967 1,275 1.898 794 301550 8r 662 149 632 79256 
747 225 377 145 3,365 913 1,584 869 
11199 361 577 260 7,649 1,732 3,839 21077 
1,037 310 503 224 8,954 2,147 4,401 2,406 
984 379 440 165 10,582 3,870 4,808 1,903 
1.980 518 11261 201 131586 2.618 9,155 1.813 -. 



























TABLE 5. NUMBER OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS AND DAYS OF CAFE, BY SEX, AGE, 
GErlGRAPHIC REGIDN, AND BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972--CON. 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS1-
T- BE0 SIZF OF HqSPITAL 




UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 
45-64 YEARS.. ................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. .......... 
FEMALE EXCLUDING DELIVERIES 
UNITED STATES.. ......... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS .................. 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. .......... 
NORTHEAST..  ............. 
UNDER 15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS.. ................ 
45-64 YEARS .................. 
65 YE4RS AND OVER.. .......... 
NOQTH CENTRAL.. ......... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS .................. 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 
SOUTH ................... 
UNDER ,15 YEARS.. ............. 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YEARS .................. 
65 YEAQS AND nVEP ............ 
WEST .................... 
UNDER ‘15 YEARS ............... 
15-44 YEARS .................. 
45-64 YE4RS.. ................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............ 
500 
ALL 6-99 loo- REDS 
SIZES BEDS 499 OQ ,:, 
BEDS MORE 
NUMBER OF P4TIENTS DISCHARGED NUMBER DF DAYS DF CARE 
IN THOUSANDS IN THOUSANDS 
2,908 805 1,825 279 17,319 3,771 111570 1,978 
250 77 157 829 194 555 80 
1,507 419 927 6,581 1,491 4,135 955 
625 173 389 4,551 998 3,044 509 
526 135 353 5,357 1,087 3,836 434 
15,772 3,468 9,353 2,951 127,658 23,240 77,493 26,925 
1,800 376 1,101 322 7,799 1,291 4,601 1,828 
6,353 1,315 3,736 1,302 37,488 6,052 22,191 9,245 
3,988 821 2,368 800 36,506 5,662 22,333 8,512 
3,631 956 2,148 527 45,865 10,235 28,289 7,340 
3,559 285 2,587 687 33,028 2,268 23,859 6,902 
374 29 277 69 1,772 106 1,268 39.8 
1,427 103 1,000 324 8,666 480 5,845 2,341 
952 56 700 186 10,185 562 7,416 2,208 
805 88 609 108 12,405 1,120 9,330 1,955 
4,690 777 2,861 1,052 39,569 5,729 23,938 9,901 
589 95 370 124 2,685 346 1,597 742 
1,829 255 1,135 439 11,564 1;260 7,174 3,130 
1,189 130 698 300 11,391 1,399 6,650 3,341 
1,083 237 657 188 13,929 2,724 8,518 2,688 
5,109 1,737 2,392 980 39,336 ‘11,888 19,150 8,298 
588 177 299 112 2,521 646 1;266 609 
2,081 674 984 423 12,260 3,235 6,054 2,971 
1,223 391 581 251 10,382 2,703 5,226 2,454 
1,217 495 528 193 14,172 5,304 6,605 2,264 
2,415 669 1,513 233 15,725 3,356 101545 1,824 
248 76 155 17 822 192 550 79 
1,016 203 616 117 4,998 1,077 3,118 802 
624 173 388 63 4,548 998 3,041 509 
526 135 353 37 5,357 1,087 3,836 434 
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TABLE 6. NUMBER, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, AND RATE OF DAYS OF CARE, AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOSPITAL 
BEDS OCCUPIED DAILY, AND AVERAGE’LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPI­
TALS, BY’SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS)- -
DAYS OF CARE TT 
SEX AND AGE l/ NUMBER DF AVERA GE 
NUMBER RATE PER HOSPITAL, BEDS LENGTH OF 
IN PERCENT 1,000 OCCUPIED DAILY STAY IN DAYS 
THOUSANDS DISTRIBUTION PDPULATION 
2/ BOTH SEXES 
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . 2451060 100.0 1,199-g 328.7 7.7 
. 
UNDER 1 YEAR.. .......... 41293 1.8 lr285.3 352.1 5.9 

l-4 YEARS.. .............. 51239 2.1 377.1 103.3 4.2 

5-14 YEARS.. ............ 9,119 3.7 231.6 63.5 4.1 

15-24 YEARS ............. 26,118 10.7 713.3 195.4 4.9 

25-34 YEARS ............. 25,189 10.3 949.1 260.0 5.6 

35-44 YEARS.. ........... 24,463 10.0 11097.5 300.7 7.2 

45-54 YEARS ............. 32,402 13.2 1,387.S 380.2 

55-64 YEARS.. ...... . .... 36,999 15.1 1,957.6 536.3 10":: 

65-74 YEARS .............. 41,799 17.1 3~337.8 914.5 11.7 

75 YEARS AND OVER ....... 39,439 16.1 5r326.8 11459.4 12.9 

MALE 
ALL AGES.. ......... 1041037 100.0 1~056.1 289.3 8.3 
UND,ER 1 YEAR ............. 2r533 2.4 1~482.1 406.0 6.0 
l-4 YEARS.. ............. 31045 2.9 429.6 117.7 4.2 
5-14 YEARS.. ............ 5,183 5.0 258.6 70.8 4.3 
15-24 YEARS ............. 89116 7.8 455.9 124.9 6.0 
25-34 YEARS ............. 7,577 7.3 591.9 162.2 
35-44 YEARS ............. Qr  569 9.2 893.5 244.8 ::: 
45-54 YEARS.. ........... 14~021 13.5 1~253.7 343.5 8.6 
55-64 YEARS.. ........... 18,730 18.0 2r111.6 578.5 10.1 
65-74 YEARS ............. 19,862 19.1 3,654.4 1.001.2 Il.5 
75 YEARS AND OVER ....... 15,402 14.8 51375.9 1~472.9 12.2 
FEMALE 
ALL AGES.. ......... 1409633 100.0 lr33O.3 364.5 7.4 
UNDER 1 YEAR ............ 19749 1.2 lr071.4 293.5 5.8 
l-4 YEARS ............... 2,186 1.6' 321.4 88.1 4.2 
5-14 YEARS;. ............ 3.917 2.8 202.6 55.5 4.0 
15-24 YEARS.. ........... 17,969 12.8 955.2 261.7 4.5 
25-34 YEARS.. ........... 









45-54 YEARS ............. 18,320 13.0 1,506.l 412.6 8.4 
55-64 YEARS ............. 18~204 12.9 11814.9 497.2 10.1 
65-74 YEARS ............. 21r899 15.6 3r089.6 846.5 11.8 
75 YEARS AND OVER ....... 23,966 17.0 5,280.O lr446.6 13.4 
l/ EXPRESSED AS DAILY NUMBER OF BEDS OCCUPI.ED PER 100,000 CIVILIAN, NONINSTITUTIONALIZED 
POPULATION. 
2/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE D4TA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY 
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDTNG TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972--CON. 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
- -
AGE AND LENGTH 
OF STAY 
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS 1PERCENT DISTRIBUTION ALL AGES IN THOUSANDS 
ALL STAYS . . . . . . . , t 31,627 12,591 18,996 15,772 100.0 100.0 100.0 
. 
LESS THAN 1 DAY . . . . . . . 844 32i 517 506 2.7 2.6 2.5 ‘3.2 
1 DAY.. ............... 2,408 1,372 1,334 11.235 7.6 7.c 7.8 
2 DAYS.. .............. 4,524 1.741 2.778 2.334 14.3 1::: 14. t 14.8 
3 DAYS.. .............. 3r942 1,303 2,636 1,634 12.5 10.3 13.5 10.4 
4 DAYS.. .............. 3,368 1.155 2,206 1,349 lb.6 9.2 ii.6 B.6 
5-6 DAYS .............. 4,674 ltB81 2,788 2,211 14.8 14.9 14.7 14.0 
7-8 DAYS .............. 3,219 1,272 11945 1.782 10.2 1O.J 10.2 11.3 
9-10 DAYS ............. 2,168 89C 1,276 1,236 6.9 7.1 6.7 7.8 
11-20 DAYS.. .......... 4,361 1,980 2,374 2,350 13.8 15.7 12.5 14.9 
21-30 DAYS ............ 1,247 577 668 664 3.9 4.6 3.5 4.2 
31 DAYS’ OR MORE ....... 870 392 476 471 2.8 3.1 2.5 3.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS 
ALL STAYS.. ...... 4,174 2,354 1,814 1,800 100.0 100.0 100~0 
LESS THAN 1 DAY ....... 159 96 62 62 3.8 4.s 3.4 3.5 
1 DkY ................. 710 395 314 314 17.0 16.8 17.3 17.4 
2 DAYS.. .............. 1,113 617 494 490 26.7 26.2 27.2 27.2 
3 DAYS ................ 534 3l?4 230 226 12.8 12.9 12.‘7 12.5 
4 DAYS ................ 414 240 174 170 9.9 10.2 9.6 9.5 
5-6 DAYS .............. 544 305 239 237 13.0 12.9 13.2 13.2 
7-8 DAYS.. ............ 273 151 121 121 6.5 6.4 ” 67 6.7 
9-10 DAYS ............. 135 74 60 60 3.2 3.1 313 3.3 
11-20 DAYS ............ 210 121 87 87 5.0 5.2 4.8 4.8 
21-30 DAYS ............ 46 26 20 20 1.1 1.1 1.1 1'. 1 
31 DAYS OR MORE ....... 38 25 13 13 O"9 1.1 0.7 0.7 
15-44 YEARS 
ALL STAYS ........ 13,331 3,759 9,557 6,353 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
LESS THAN 1 DAY.. ..... 432 107 325 314 3.2 2.8 3.4 4.9 
1 DAY ................. 1,132 375 755 657 8.5 10.0 7.9 10.3 
2 DAYS.. .............. 2,266 609 1,655 1,216 17.0 16.2 17.3 19.1 
3 DAYS.. .............. 2.303 486 1,814 817 17.3 12.9 19.0 12.9 
4 DAYS.. .............. 1,865 419 1,445 593 14.0 11.1 15.1 9.3 
5-6 DAYS .............. 2,126 622 1,502 920 15.9 16.6 15.7 '1416 
7-8 DAYS .............. 1.203 353 849 687 9.0 9.4 8.9 10.8 
9-10 DAYS ............. 644 213 430 390 4.8 5.7 4.5 6.1 
11-20 DAYS ............ 968 394 573 549 7.3 10.5 6.0 8.6 
21-30 DAYS.. .......... 215 100 115 111 2.7 1.2 1.7 
31 D4YS OR MORE.. ..... 178 82 95 91 ::i 2.2 1.0 1.4 
11 INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 7. NUMBER AND PEPCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY 
AGE AND LENGTH OF STAY, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972--CON. 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
AGE AND LENGTH 
OF STAY 
NUMBER OF DISCHARGED PATIENTS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
45-64 YEARS IN THOUSANDS 
ALL STAYS.. ...... 7,488 3,485 3,993 39988 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
LESS THAN 1 DAY ........ 161 71 90 90 2.1 2.0 2.2 2.3 
1 DAY.. ............... 355 193 162 lb2 5.6 4.0 4.1 
2 nAYS ................ 783 334 448 446 Ifs:: 9.6 _ 11.2 11.2 
3 DAYS ................ 690 318 372 370 9.2 9.1 9.3 9.3 
4 DAYS.. .............. 625 293 332 330 B.3 8.4 8.3 
S-b DAYS .............. 1rlOb 539 565 564 14.8 15.5 1::: 14.1 
7-B DAYS.. ............ 936 406 530 529 12.5 11.7 13.3 13.3 
9-10 DAYS.. ........... 763 330 432 432 10.2 9.5 10.8 10.8 
11-20 DAYS.. .......... 1,434 688 744 744 19.2 19.7 18.6 18.7 
21-30 DAYS.......; .... 388 196 190 190 5.2 5.6 4. B 4.8 
31 DAYS OR MORE ....... 248 116 131 131 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 
65 YEARS AND OVER 
ALL STAYS.. ...... br 634 2,995 3,631 3,631 100.0 1oo;o 100.0 100.0. 
LESS THAN 1 DAY ....... 93 53 40 40 1.4 1.8 1.1 1.1 
1 DAY.. ............... 212 109 103 103 3.2 3.6 2.8 2.8 
2 DAYS ................ 363 181 182 182 5.5 6.0 5.0 5.0 
3 DAYS ................ 416 195 221 221 6.5 6.1 
4 DAYS.. .............. 464 208 255 ‘255 76:: 6.9 7.0 76:: 
5-b DAYS.. ............ 898 415 482 482 13.5 13.8 13.3 13.3 
7-8, DAYS.. ............ 807 362 445 445 12.2 12.1 12.3 12.3 
9-10 DAYS.. ........... 627 273 354 354 9.5 9.1 9.7 9.7 
11-20 DAYS.. .......... 1,750 777 970 970 26.4 25.9 26.7 26.7 . 
21-30 DAYS ............ 598 254 343 343 9.0 8.5 9.5 9.5 
31 DAYS OR MORE ....... 406 169 237 237 6.1 5.6 6.5 6.5 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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T4BLE 8. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF C4RE F!?R PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY 
HOSPITALS BY COLOR AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FPOM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) -
COLOR AN0 AGE 
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
IN THOUSANDS 
ALL AGES.. ....... 
I
245,060 104,037 140~633 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS ........ 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 

































ALL AGES.. ....... 186,190 79,159 106;969 97,984 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 


































ALL AGES......... 284584 12,508 161040 131667 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 . 
UNDER 15 YEARS ........ 
15-44 YEAR.S ........... 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 

































COLOR NOT STATED 
ALL AGES ......... 30,287 12,371 17,624 16,008 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 29066 1.254 780 774 6.8 10&l 4.4 4.8 
15-44 YEARS ........... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 

























l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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. 
TABLE 9. AVERAGE LENGiH OF STAY FOR PhTIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY COLOR, AGE, 
AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
. (DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
FEMALE FFMALE 
COLOR AND AGE l/ BOTH . - MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING 
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES 
TOTAL AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS 
ALL, AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.7 8.3 7.4 8.1 
UNDER 15 YEARS.......................;. 









45-64 YEARS ............................ 








ALL ‘AGES ................. . ......... 7.8 8.2 7.5 8.2 
UNDER 15 YEARS .......................... 4.3 4.4 4.3 4.3 
15-44 YEARS ............................. 







.. . 5.8 
9.1 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 12.2 11.7 12.6 12.6 
. .. 
ALL OTHER’ . ” 
ALi AGES .......................... 7.9 9.6 7.0 7.9 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ....................... 5.7 6.; 5.2 5.2 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 6.3 8.7 5.5 6.3 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 11.0 120 10.1 10.1 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 14.0 13.8 14.3 14.3 
COLOR NOT STATED 
ALL AGES .......................... 7.3 7.6 7.1 7.8 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 3.8 4.0 3.5 3.5 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 5.5 6.4 5.2 5.8 
45-64 YEARS ............................. a.9 8.6 9.1 .. 9.1 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 11.7 11.3 12.0 12.0 
. 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 10. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRDM SHORT-STAY 
HOSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC REGI3N AND AGE, ACCDRDING TD SEX: UNTTED STATES* 1972 
(DISCHARGES FPDM NONFEOERAL.SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
REGION AN0 AGE 
UNITED STATES 
ALL AGES ......... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ........ 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 
NORTHEAST 
ALL AGES.. .. . .... 
UNDER 15, YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 
65 YF4RS AND OVER ..... 
NORTH CENTRAL 
ALL AGES.. ....... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 
SOUTH 
ALL AGES ........ . 
UNOER 15 YEARS ........ 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 
65 YEARS 4ND OVER ..... 
WEST 
ALL AGES......... 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS ........... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE 
26 
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE 
IN THOUSANDS 
245,060 140,633 127,658 
18,651 10,761 77851 7,799
75,770 25,251 50,393 37r.488 
69,401 32,751 36,524 36,506
81,238 35,264 45,865 45,865 
64,688 28,228 36,344 331028 
4,316 2,530 11780 1,772
18,420 6~421 11,968 8,666
19,633 9,394 10,190 10,185
22,319 9,883 12,405 12r405 
75,398 31, b74 439615 '39,569 
6,312 3,603 2,700 2,685 
23,210 7,583 151591 11,564 
24,419 10,463 13,929 13,929 
74,012 30,553 43,354 39,336 













21,457 10~028 11,395 11,391 
30,962 13,586 17,319 15,725 
2,097 1,263 829 822 
10,219 31611 6~581 4,998
81941 4,375 49551 4,548
9.706 4,336 5,357 5,357 
DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
-
7.6 10.3 5.6 6.1 
30.9 24.3 35.8 29.4 
28.3 31.5 26.0 28.6 
33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9 
100.0 1oo.p 
6.7 9.0 4.9 5.4 
28.5 22.7 32.9 26.2 
30.4 33.3 28.0 30.8 
34.5 35.0 34.1 37.6 
100.0 
8.4 11.4 6.2 6.8 
30.8 23.9 35.7 2962 
28.5 31.7 26.1 28.8 
32.4 33.0 31.9 35.2 
100.0 
8.0 11.0 5.9 k..4 
32.3 25.0 37.5 31.2 
26.2 29.3 24.0 26.4 
33.5 34.6 32.7 36.0 
6.8 9.3 4.8 5.2 
33.0 26.6 38.0 .31.8 
28.9 32.2 26.3 28.9 
31.3 31.9 30.9 34.1 
TABLF 11. AVERAGE LENG TH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FRDM SHORT-S T AY HDSPITALS BY GEOGRAPHIC 
RiGION, AGE, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
FEMALE FEMALE 
REGION AND AGE l/ BOTH MPLE INCLUDING EXC LUDI NG 
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES 
UNITED STATES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IY DAYS 
ALL AGES ................................... 7.7 8.3 7.4 1 8.1 
UNDER 15 YEARS .................................. 4.5 4.6 4.3 4.3 
15-44 YEARS ..................................... 5.7 6.7 5.3 5.9 
45-64 YEARS ...................................... 9.3 9.4 9.1 9.2 
65 YEARS 4ND DVER ............................... 12.2 11.8 12.6 12.6 
NORTHEAST 
ALL AGES ................................... 9.1 9.9 8.5 9.3 
UNDER 15 YEARS .................................. 5.0 5.1 4.7 4.7 
15-44 YEARS ..................................... 6.3 8.1 5.6 6.1 
45-64 YEARS ..................................... 10.9 11.0 10.7 10.7 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............................... 14.8 14.1 15.4 15.4 
NORTH CENTRAL 
ALL PGEC.................................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS .................................. 
15-44 YEARS ..................................... 
45-64 YEARS ..................................... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ............................... 
m 
ALL AGES ................................... 
UNDER 15 YE4RS .................................. 
15-44 YEARS ..................................... 
45-64 YEARS ..................................... 
65 YEPPS 4ND OVER.. ............................. 
WEST 
ALL AGES ................................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS .................................. 
15-44 YEARS ..................................... 
45-64 YEARS ..................................... 







4.4 4.5 4.3 4.3 
5.5 6.4 5.1 5.9 
8.6 8.6 8.5 8.5 
11.3 10.8 11.6 11.6 
6.3 6.9 6.0 6.5 
3.6 3.8 3.3 3.3 
-4.7 5.6 4.4 4.9 
7.9 7.3 
9.7 10.2 1::; 
I/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
4 2'1 
TABLE 12. NUMBER AND PERCENT 






DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS OF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY 
HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIENT, ACCORDIMG TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
1/ BOTH 
SEXES 
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 
IN THOUSANDS 
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . 245,060 104,037 140,633 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEAPS... . . . . . 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . 
45-64 YEARS........... 


































4LL AGES . . . . . . . . . 439208 17,672 25,448 23,240 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS . . . . . . . . 
15-44 YEARS . . . . . . . . . . . 
45-64 YEARS........... 

































ALL AGES ......... 42,945 17,528 25,254 22,863 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 


































ALL AGES.. ....... 42~395 17,972 24,343 22,128 100.0 c 100.0 100.0 100.0 -
UNDER 15 YEARS ........ 39295 1,922 1,364 1,357 7.8 10.7 5.6 
15’44 YEARS.. ......... 121773 4,242 89507 6,304 30.1 ~ 23.6 34.9 2::: 
45-64 YEASS ........... 12,029 5,791 6,203 6,199 28.4 32.2 25.5 28.0 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 14r298 br017 89268 81268 33.7 33.5 34.0 37.4 
300-499 BEDS ~ 
4LL 4GES.. ....... 62,585 26,667 35,829 32,502 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 
45-64 YEARS ........... 

































500 BEDS OR MORE 
ALL AGES ......... 53,928 .24,099 29,759 26,925 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 4,574 2,716 1,849 1,828 8.5 11.3 6.2 6.8 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 18,848 6,772 12,055 9,2'45 34.9 28.1 40.5 34.3 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 16.737 8,203 8~514 8,512 31.0 34.0 28.6 31.6 
65 YE4RS AND OVER ..... 139 768 6,408 7*340 7,340 25.5 26.6 24.7 27.3 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
28 
5.6 
TABLE 13. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR P4TIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY BED SIZE 
OF HOSPITAL, AGE 3F PATIENT, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
. (DTSCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
FEMALE FEMALE 
BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL AND AGE l/ BOTH - MALE INCLUDING EXCLUOI NG 
SEXES DELIVERIES DELIVERIES 
ALL SIZES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DAYS 
ALL AGES .......................... 7.7 8.3 1 7.41 8.1 
UNDER 15 YEARS ...................... .;. 	 4.5 4.6 4.3 4.3 
5.7 6.7 5.3 5.915-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS.. .......................... 
65 YEARS AND % ‘ER ...................... 
6-99 BEDS 
ALL AGES.. ........................ 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS.. .......................... 
45-64 YEARS.. .......................... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ....................... 
loo-199 BEDS 
ALL AGES.. ........................ 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 
ZD.O-299 BEDS 
ALL AGES .......................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS.........; .................. 
65 YEARS AND OVER.. ..................... 
300-499’ BEDS 
ALL AGES .......................... 
UNDER 15 YFARS.. ....................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 
500 BEDS OR MrjRE 
ALL AGES .......................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS.. .......................... 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 
9.3 9.4 9.1 9.2 
12.2 11.8 12.6 12.6 
6.3 6.6 6.2 6.7 
3.5 3.6 3.4 3.4 
4.3 4.7 4.2 4.6 
6.9 7.0 6.9 6.9 
10.4 10.0 10.7 10.7 
7.3 7.6 . 7.1 7.8 
4.2 4.i 4.3 4.3 
5.1 5.8 4.9 5.4 
Se.3 8.6 8.6 
1::: 11.4 12.6 12.6 
7.9 8.2 7.6 8.4 
4.4 4.5 4.2 4.2 
5.7 6.6 5.4 6.0 
9.5 9.6 
12.7 11.9 lk', 12'3 
8.3 9.0 7.9 8.7 
. 4.5 4.2 4.2 
6.2 
10.2 10.3 10 1 1::: 
13.2 12.8 13.6 13.6 
9.0 10.0 8.3 9.1' 
5.9 6.1 5.6 5.7 . 
7.0 8.7 6.3 7.1 
11.0 11.4 10.6 10.6 
13.7 13.5 13.9 13.9 




TABLE 14. NUMBER AND PEQCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DAYS DF CARE FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY 
HDS’ITALS BY TYPE OF OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL AND AGE OF PATIEVT, ACCORDI’IG T3 SEX: UNITED STATES, 
1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NflNFEOERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
FEMALE 1 FEMALE 
TYPE DF IVCLUO- EXCLUD-
OWNERSHIP AND J l/ BOTH MALE ING ING 
AGF SEXES OELIV- DELIV-L ERIES EQIES 
NUMBER OF DAYS OF CARE PERCENT OISTRIBUTI’ON 
ALL TYPES IN THOUSANDS 
ALL AGES ......... 245,060 134,337 140,633 127,658 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0, 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 18,651 10,761 7,851 7*799 7.6 10.3 5.6 6.1 
15-44 YEAQS.. ......... 75,770 25,261 50,393 37,488 30.9 24.3 35.8 29.4 
45-64 YEARS............ 69,401 32,751 36,524 36,506 28.3 31.5 26.0 28.6 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 81,238 35,264 45,865 45,865 33.2 33.9 32.6 35.9 
V@LUNTARY NONPROFIT 
ALL AGES.. ....... 183,152 77,156 105,739 96,055 100.0 1oo:o 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 1’5 YEARS.. ...... 131440 7.721 5,689 5,660 7.3 10.0 5.4 5.9 
15-44 YEARS ........... 54,946 17,817 37,059 27,417 30.0 23.1 35.0 28.5 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 53,251 24,947 28,276 28,213 29.1 32.3 26.7 29,4 
65 YEARS AND DVER ..... 61.514 26,671 34.765 34,765 33.6 , 34.6 32.9 36.2 
GOVERNMENT 
QLL AGES.. ....... 49,517 22,124 27,284 24,485 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS.. ...... 4,376 2,574 1,795 1,772 8.8 11.6 6.6 7.2 
15-44 YEARS.. ......... 16,763 6,193 IO.527 7,754 33.9 28.0 38.6 31.7 
45-64 YEARS.. ......... 12,956 6,420 6,505 6,500 26.2 29.0 23.8 26.5 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 15,422 6,937 8,458 8,458' 3171 31.4 31.0 34.5 
PQDPRIETARY 
ALL AGES.. ....... 12,392 4,758 7,609 7,118 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS ........ 834 466 368 367 6.7 9.8 4.8 5.'2 
15-44 YEAQS ........... 4,061 1,252 2,807 2,317 32.8 26.3 36.9 32.5 
45-64 YEARS ........... 31194 11384 lr793 19793 25.8 29.1 23.6 25.2 
65 YEARS AND OVER ..... 4,302 1,656 > 2,642 2,642 34.7 34.8 34.7 37.1 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLF 15. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS BY TYPE OF 
OWNERSHIP OF HOSPITAL, 4GE OF PATIENT, AND SEX: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGFS FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
FEMALE FEMALE 
TYPE OF OWNERSHIP AND AGE l/ BOTH MALE INCLUDING EXCLUDING 
SEXES DEL IVEQ IES DELIVERIES 
ALL TYPES AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY IN DIYS 
ALL AGES .......................... 7.7 8.2 7.4 8.1 
UNDER 15 YEAQS ......................... 4.5 4.6 4.3 4.3 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 5.7 6.1 5.3 5.9 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 9.4 9.1 9.2 
65 YEPRS AND OVER ...................... 1,':; 11.8 12.6 12.6 
VOLUNTARY NONPROFIT 
ALL 4GES .......................... 
UNDEQ 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 
65 YEARS AND OVFQ ...................... 
GOVERNMENT 
4LL AGES .......................... 
UNDER 15 YEAQS ......................... 
15-44 YEARS ............................ 
45-64 YEAQ S ............................ 
65 YEAR.S AND DVER.. .................... 
PROPRIETARY 
4LL AGES .......................... 
UNDER 15 YEARS ......................... 
15-44 YE4RS ............................ 
45-64 YEARS ............................ 
65 YEARS AND OVER ...................... 
8.0 8.5 7.6 8.3 
4.5 4.6 4.3 4.4 
5.8 6.0 5.4 6.0 
9.5 9.4 
12.6 192::: 12: 13.0 
7.4 8.1 6.9 7.7. 
4.7 4.9 4.5 4.6 
5.6 6.8 5.1 5.8 
9.0 9.4 8.7 8.7 
11.5 11.1 11.9 11.9 
6.4 6.5 6.4 6.6 
3.3 3.4 3.3 3.3 . 
4.9 5.3 4.8 4.9 
1::; 7.2 9.9 7.1 10.9 7.1 10.9 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 16. AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY FOR PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHOOT-STAY HOSPITALS RY SEX, AGE, 
GEOGRAPHIC REGION, A\ID BED SIZE OF HOSPITAL: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS1 
-
I 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 
SEX AND AGE TOTAL 500 500 
6-99 103- BEDS BEDS 
BEDS 495’ OR “2 
BEDS MORE MORE!ll--L 
11 BOTH SEXES AVERAGE LENGTH DF STAY IN DAYS 
ALL AGES.... 7.7 7.4 a.9 10.5 7.0 7.9 9.0 6.4 7.5 a. 2 4.8 6.7 7.9 
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.5 3.8 4.7 6.3 3.5 4.4 5.8 3.9 4.2 5.7 2.6 3.7 6.6 
15-44 YEARS...... 5.7 4.8 6.0 7.8 4.8 5.9 6.9 4.4 5.7 6.6 3.7 4.9 6.4 
45-64 YEAQS...... 9.3 8.0 10.7 12.6 7.6 9.5 11.0 6.9 10.2 5.7 8.0 9.4 
65+ YEAQS........ 12.2 12.2 14.7 17.4 10.9 12.7 13.9 10.5 2, 11.6 8.0 10.6 1.1 
YALE 
ALL AGES.... 8.3 7.5 9.6 12.3 7.0 8.2 9.5 6.8 7.7 9.1 5.1 7.3 9.0 
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.6 4.0 4.8 6.8 3.4 4.5 5.7 4.1 4.2 6.0 2.6 3.9 7.9 
15-44 YEARS.. . . . . 6.7 5.4 7.5 11.1 5.1 6.6 a.2 4.8 6.7 8.0 4.0 5.9 7.4 
45-64 YEAQS...... 9.4 7.5 10.9 13.4 7.9 9.4 11.0 6.9 8.7 10.7 5.7 a.3 :10.7 
65+ YEAQS . . . . . . . . ii.8 11.5 13.9 16.8 10.2 12.4 13.6 10.2 10.9 11.6 8.0 10.2 :LO.6 
FEMALE INCLUD-
ING DELIVERIES 
ALL AGES.... 7.4 7.4 8.4 9.3 6.9 7.7 8.6 6.2 7.3 7.6 4.7 6.3 7.1 
- _ 
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.3 3.7 4.6 5.8 3.7 4.3 5.9 3.7 4.2 5.4 2.5 3.5 4.7 
15-44 YEAQS...... 5.3 4.5 5.4 6.6 4.6 5.6 4.2 5.3 6.1 3.6 4.5 5.9 
45-64 YEARS...... 9.1 8.5 10.6 11.9 7.3 9.5 1::: 6.9 9.8 5.8 7.8 8.1 
65+ YEARS........ 12.6 12.8 15.3 la.1 11.5 13.0 14.3 10.7 LZ 11.7 8.0 10.9 I11.6 
FEMALE EXCLUD-
ING DEL IVFRIES 
ALL AGES.... a.1 7.9 9.2 10.1 7.4 a.4 9.4 6.8 8.0 8.5 5.0 7.0 7.8 
- -
UNDER 15 YEARS... 4.3 3.7 4.6 5.8 3.7 4.3 3.7 4.2 5.4 2.5 3.5 4.8 
15-44 YEAQS...... 5.9 4.7 5.8 7.2 4.9 6.3 ;:i 4.8 6.2 7.0 3.8 5.1 6.9 
45-64 YEARS...... 9.2 a.5 10.6 11.9 7.3 11.1 6.9 9.8 5.8 7.8 8.1 
65+ YEARS........ 12.6 12.8 15.3 18.1 11.5 14.3 10.7 11.7 a ..o 10.9 I11.6 
- _ 
l/ INCLUDES DISCHARGE DATA FOR WHICH SEX WAS NOT STATED. 
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TABLE 17. NUMBER, PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, AND RATE OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM SHORT-ST4Y HOSPI-
T4LS, BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1972 
(DISCHARGES FROM NONFEDERAL SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS. EXCLUDES NEWBORN INFANTS) 
DISCHARGED PATIENTS 
SEX AND 4GE 
NUMBER RATE PER 
IN PERCENT lrOO0 
THOUSANDS DISTR 1BUTIf-W POPULATION 
1/ BOTH SEXES ’ 
ALL ‘AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .; . . . . . . . . . . . 31,627 100.0 154.9 
UNDER 1 YEAR ..................................... 
1-4 YEARS.. ....................................... 
5-14 YEARS.. ..................................... 
15-24 YEARS...................................... 
25-34 YEARS ...................................... 
15-44 YEARS ...................................... 
45-54 YEARS ...................................... 
55-64 YEAQS ...................................... 
65-74 YEARS ...................................... 
75 YEAPS AND nVER.. ............................... 
MALE 
ALL AGES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
UNDER 1 YEAR ..................................... 
1-4 YEARS ........................................ 
5-14 YEIRS.. ..................................... 
15-24 YEARS ...................................... 
25-34 YEARS ...................................... 
35-44 YEARS ...................................... 
45-54 YEARS ...................................... 
55-64 YEARS ...................................... 
65-74 YEARS ...................................... 
75 YEARS AND OVER ................................ 
. FEMALE 
ALL AGES ....................................d 
UNDER 1 YEAR ..................................... 
l-4 YEARS ........................................ 
5-14 YEARS ....................................... 
15-24 YEARS ...................................... 
25-34 YEARS ...................................... 
35-44 YEARS.. .................................... 
45-54 YEARS ...................................... 
55-64 YEARS ...................................... 
65-74 YEARS ...................................... 
75 YEARS AND OVER ................................ 
725 2.3 217.0 























3,053 9.7 412.4 
121593 100.0 127.8 
423 3.4 247.5 
717 5.7 101.2 
1,214 9.6 60,5 
1.351 10.7 75.9 














18,996 100.0 179.7 
301 1.6 184.2 
526 2.8 77.3 
988 5.2 51.1 
4,028 21.2 214.1 
3,396 17.9 247.2 
2.133 11.2 184.2 
2,184 11.5 179.5 
1,810 9.5 180.4 
1,848 9.7 260.8 
1,782 9.4 392.7. 




TECHNICAL NOTES O N  METHODS 
Statistical Design of the Hospital 
Discharge Survey 
Scope of the survey.-The scope of the 
Hospital Discharge Survey (HDS) encompasses 
patients discharged from noninstitutional hos­
pitals which have six beds or more for inpatient 
use, are located in the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia, and have an average length of stay 
of less than 30 days. Although all discharges of 
inpatients from these hospitals are within the 
scope of the survey, all newborn infants are 
excluded from this report. 
Sampling frame and bed size of hos@tal.-The 
universe (sampling frame) for the HDS consists 
of short-stay hospitals, excluding military and 
Veterans Administration hospitals, that are in­
cluded in the Master Facility Inventory of 
Hospitals and Institutions (MFI). A detailed 
description of how the MFI was developed, its 
content, plans for maintaining it, and procedures 
for assessing the completeness of its coverage is 
published in an earlier rep0rt.l 7 
There were 7,407 hospitals in the universe. 
The distribution of short-stay hospitals by bed 
size and region in the universe and in the HDS 
sample is shown in table I. The sample for 1972 
consisted of 497 hospitals, of which 28 were 
ruled out of scope of the 1972 survey because 
they failed to meet the definition of a short-stay 
hospital and of which 45 refused to participate. 
Estimates are based on a sample of about 
225,000 abstracts from the remaining 424 hos­
pitals that participated in 1972. 
Sample design.-All hospitals with 1,000 beds 
or more in the universe of short-stay hospitals 
were selected with certainty in the sample. All 
hospitals with less than 1,000 beds were strati­
fied, the primary strata being the 24 bed-size-
by-region classes, as shown in table I. Within 
each of these 24 primary strata, the allocation of 
the hospitals was made through a controlled 
selection technique so that hospitals in the 
sample would be properly distributed with 
regard to ownership and geographic division. 
Sample hospitals were drawn with probabilities 
ranging from certainty for the largest hospitals 
to 1 in 40 for the smallest hospitals. 
The within-hospital sampling ratio for select­
ing discharges varied inversely with the proba­
bility of selection of the hospital. The smallest 
sampling fraction of discharged patients was 
taken in the largest hospitals, and the largest 
fraction was taken in the smallest hospitals. This 
was done to compensate for the fact that 
hospitals were selected with probabilities pro­
portionate to their size class and to assure that 
the overall probability of selecting a discharge 
would be approximately the same in all 
hospitals. 
In all hospitals the daily listing sheet of 
discharges was the frame from which the sub-
samples of discharges were selected within the 
sample hospitals. The sample discharges were 
selected by a random technique, usually on the 
basis of the terminal digit(s) of the patient’s 
medical record number-a number assigned 
when the patient was admitted to the hospital. 
If the hospital’s daily discharge listing did not 
show the medical record numbers, the sample 
was selected by starting with a randomly se­
lected discharge and taking every Kth discharge 
thereafter. 
Estimation.-Statistics produced by the HDS 
are derived by a complex procedure. The basic 
unit of estimation is the sample patient abstract. 
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Table I. Distribution of short-stay hospitals in the universe (MFI) and in the Hospital Discharge Survey sample, and 
the number of hospitals that participated in the survey, by size of hospital and geographic region: United States, 
1972 
Size of hospital 
All 
regions 
Northeast Cynyr$ South West 
All sizes 
Number of hospi tals 
Universe ............................................ 7,407 1,146 2,064 2,832 1,365 
Totalsample.. ....................................... 










Universe ............................................ 3,304 209 865 1,549 681 
Totalsample ......................................... 










Universe ............................................ 1,746 293 467 642 344 
Total sample ........................................ 72 13 19 27 13 
Number participating .................................. 62 12 17 24 9 
loo-199 beds 
Universe ..:......................................... 1,224 288 392 365 179 
Totalsample . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103 26 31 32 14 
Number participating . . ..,............................. 92 25 28 26 13 , 
200-299 beds 
Universe ................. .’.......................... 583 191 158 140 94 
Totalsample.. ....................................... 89 30 26 19 14 
Number participating .................................. 76 27 23 14 12 
300-499 beds 
Universe ............................................ 397 111 131 102 53 
Totalsample.. ....................................... 93 25 30 26 12 
Number participating ................................... 83 22 28 24 9 
500-999 beds 
Universe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 45 48 ” 29 13 
Totalsample . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 19 19 13 7 
Number participating . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 15 17 11 7 
1,000 beds or more 
Universe ............................................ 18 9 3 5 1 
Total sample .......................................... 18 9 3 5 1 
Number participating .................................. 18 9 3 5 1 
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Figure I, Medical abstract for the Hospital Discharge Survey. 
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MEDICAL ABSTRACT - HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY 
I. Patient Identification 
1. 	 Hospital number . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. Date of admission 
Month DW YSW 
2. HDS number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
5. Date of discharge 
3. Medical record number..... Month DW Year 
II. Patient Characteristics 
1. 	 Date of birth: - - - 2. Age (complete ONLY 1 I-J years 
Month D.-Y Year if date of birth not given): 
Units 
2 q molths 
3 0 days 
3. Sex: 1 0 Male 2 q Female 
4. Race or color: 1 0 White 2 0 Negro 3 0 Other nonwhite 4 q “Nonwhite” 5 0 Not stated 
5. Marital status: 1 0 Married 2 0 Single 3 0 Widowed 4 0 Divorced 5 0 Separated 6 q Not stated 
/’/’ 
6. Discharge status: 1 0 Alive 2 0 Dead 
III. Diagnoses and Operations 
1. Final diagnoses: 
2. Operations: 
Completed by 
FOR NCHS USE ONLY 
Diagnoses 
Operations 
The estimating procedure used to produce es­
sentially unbiased national estimates has three 
principal components: (1) inflation of recipro­
cals of the probabilities of sample selection, (2) 
adjustment for nonresponse, and (3) ratio ad­
justments to fixed totals. These components are 
described in appendix I of two earlier publi-
cati0ns.l y2 
q sea reverse side 
0 ses reverse side 
Date 
Data Collection and Processing 
Data collection.-Depending on the study 
procedure agreed upon with the hospital ad­
ministrator, the sample selection and the tran­
scription of information from the hospital 
records to the abstract forms were performed by 
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either the hospital staff or representatives of the 
National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), or 
by both, In more than three-fourths of the 
hospitals that participated in the HDS during 
1972, this work was performed by the medical 
records department of the hospital. In the 
remaining hospitals, nearly all the work was 
performed by personnel of the U.S. Bureau of 
the Census acting for NCHS. 
For nearly all survey hospitals, data were 
transcribed from hospital records to the form 
shown in figure I. 
Data processing and editing of data.-
Shipments of completed abstract forms for each 
sample hospital, along with sample selection 
control sheets, were transmitted to NCHS for 
processing. Every shipment of abstracts was 
reviewed; each abstract form was checked for 
completeness; and, when necessary, problems 
were referred to the hospitals for clarification 
and correction. 
Final editing was done by computer inspec­
tion of the demographic data compared with the 
category code assigned to each abstract. If the 
patient’s sex was left blank, it was coded and 
tabulated as “not stated.” 
Very few rejects were encountered. Those 
found were corrected by inspection of data on 
the computer tape. If age was left blank, it was 
imputed by assigning the patient an age con­
sistent with the ages of other patients with the 
same category code. If the dates of admission or 
discharge were not given, and if they could not 
be obtained from the monthly sample listing 
sheet transmitted by the sample hospital, a 
length of stay was imputed by assi<gning the 
patient a stay consistent with the stays of other 
patients of the same age. Other missing demo-
graphic items were coded and tabulated as “not 
stated.” 
Population Estimates 
The base populations used in computing rates 
are unpublished estimates for the U.S. civilian 
noninstitutionalized population as of July 1972 
provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
The population estimates for the United 
States by age and sex (table II) and by age and 
geographic region (table III) are consistent with 
the estimates of the civilian population pub­
lished by the U.S. Bureau of the Census in 
Table I I. Civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex: United States, July 1, 1972 
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500. Numbers in thousands.] 
Total Male Female 
Total .......................................................... 204,229 98,511 105,718 
O-l 4 years .......................................................... 56,609 28,844 27,764 
Under1 year ...................................................... 3,340 1,709 1,632 
I-4 years ......................................................... 13,891 7,089 6,802 
5-14years ........................................................ 39,377 20,047 19,330 
1544 years ......................................................... 85,445 41,313 44,133 
15-24years ........................................................ 36,616 17,803 18,813 
25-34 years ....................................................... 26,540 12,801 13,740 
35-44 years 22,289 10,709 11,580 
45-64 years ......................................................... 42,248 20,054 22,194 
45-54years ....................................................... 23,348 11,184 12,164 
55-64 years ....................................................... 18,900 8,870 10,030 
65 years and over ..................................................... 19,927 8,300 11,627 
65-74 years ....................................................... 12,523 5,435 7,088 
75yearsandover ................................................... 7,404 2,865 4,539 
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Table III. Civilian noninstitutional population by age and sex for regions: United States, July 1, 1972 
[Consistent with Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 500; Numbers in thousands.] 
All 
Under 
1544 45-64 65 years




United States . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204,229 56,609 85,445 42,248 19,927 
Northeast................; ......................... 49,011 12,949 29,070 10,957 5,035 
N ‘orth Central ...................................... 56,727 15,963 23,678 ‘11,509 5,576 
South ............................................. 63,357 17,901 26,570 12,685 6,201 
West .............................................. 35,134 9,795 15,127 7,097 3,114 
Male 
United States ................................... 98,511 28,844 4i,313 20,054 8,300 
Northeast .......................................... 23,526 6,608 8,720 5,147 2,052 
North Central ....................................... 27,612 8,143 11,607 5,517 2,345 
South ............................................. 30,324 9,104 12,678 5,956 2,586 
West .............................................. 17,050 4,990 7,309 3,434 1,317 
iemale 
United States ................................... 105,718 27,764 4.4,133 22,194 11,627 
I\lortheas~................................’.......... 25,485 6,341 10,351 5,810 2,984 
North Central ...................................... 29,115 7,821 12,072 5,992 3,231 
South, ............................................ 33,033 8,797 13,893 6,729 3,615 
West .............................................. 18,084 4,805 7,818 3,664 1,797 
Current Population Reports, Series P-25. How- Patient characteristics not stated.-Age and/or 
ever, they are not official population estimates sex was not stated for less than 1 percent of all 
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Estimates of 1972 discharges. However, color was not stated 
the regional populations by age and sex were for approximately 13 percent of the patients 
provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census discharged during each year. The proportion of , 
specifically for use in the HDS for computing sample hospital records with color not stated 
rates. varied considerably among the sample hospitals. 
Genei-al Qualifications Reliability of Estimates 
,Estimates from sample surveys such as the 
Rounding of numbers.-Estimates of the HDS are subject to two types of errors-
number of discharges and number of days of measurement or nonsampling errors, and sam­
care were rounded to the nearest thousand for pling errors. Measurement errors can occur in a 
tabular presentation. Percents and rates were complete count or census as well as in a sample 
calculated on the basis of unrounded estimates. survey. Sampling errors, on the other hand, 
Due to rounding, detailed figures within tables occur because a sample instead of a complete 
do not always add to totals. count is taken. 
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Measurement errors.-These include errors 
due to hospital nonresponse, missing abstracts, 
information incompletely or inaccurately re-
corded on abstract forms, and processing errors. 
Some of these have been discussed in earlier 
sections. 
Sampling errors.-The standard error in this 
survey .is primarily a measure of the sampling 
variability that occurs by chance because the 
estimates are based on a sample of short-stay 
hospitals rather than on all discharges from all 
short-stay hospitals. The relative standard error 
’ of an estimate is obtained by dividing the 
standard error of the estimate by the estimate 
itself and is expressed as a percentage of the 
estimate. 
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that the 
value obtained in a complete enumeration is 
contained in the interval represented by the 
estimate kl standard error of the estimate, 95 
out of ,100 for 2 standard errors, and 99 out of 
100 for 2.5 standard errors. Applying the 
illustration at the bottom of figure II, the 
chances are about .68 that the value that would 
be obtained in a complete enumeration is 
contained in the interval 4,368,OOO k5.0 percent 
of 4,368,OOO (between 4,149,600 and 
4,586,400); .99 for the interval 4,368,OOO f 5.0 
percent of 4,368,000, multiplied by 2.5. 
The standard error of one statistic is generally 
different from that of another even when the 
two come from the same survey. To derive 
Figure Il. Approximate relative standard errors of estimated numbers of patients discharged for patient characteristics, by geographic 
region and/or size of hospital, type of ownership, and for all hospitals. 
1. 	 10 100 1,000 10,000 
SIZE OF ESTIMATE IN THpUSANDS 
//lustration of use of figure II: As shown in table 2, an estimated 4,368,OOO patients aged 15-44 years were discharged during 1972 
within the South Region. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Region and/or size groups” is 
approximately 5.0 percent: the standard error of 4,368,OOO is 218,400 (5.0 percent of 4,368,OOO). 
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standard errors that would be applicable to a characteristics (age, sex, color, marital status, 
wide variety of statistics and that could be and discharge status, and cross-classifications, 
prepared at a moderate cost, a number of e.g., age by sex) cross-classified by one of three 
approximations were required. As a result, fig- hospital groupings as follows: (1) by region (e.g., 
ures II and tables IV and V provide general Northeast) and/or by size (e.g., 6-99 beds), (2) 
standard errors for a wide variety of estimates by type of ownership (e.g., government), or (3) 
rather than the specific error for any statistic. by hospitals summed over all regions, size, and 
The relative standard errors and approximate ownership groups (all hospitals). The particular 
standard errors of percentages that have been figure or table to which one refers to obtain a 
prepared for this report are applicable to esti- sampling error is contingent upon both the type 
mates of discharges and days of care for patient of estimate (e.g., discharges) and the hospital 
Table IV. Approximate standard errors of percentages Table V. Approximate standard errors of percentages 
shown in this report for discharges: Patient shown in this report for days of care: Patient 
characteristics classified by geographic region and for characteristics classified by geographic region and for 
all hospitals all hospitals 
[Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by [Standard errors for patient characteristics classified by 
size of hospital are 1% times and by type of size of hospital are 1% times and by type of 
ownership are 3% times the standard errors shown in ownership are 2% times the standard errors shown in 
this table1 this table1 
NI’ - I 
Estimate percent 
di 
Number of days 
of care (base
( of percent) -iJqpf$
F 
Standard error expressed Standard error expressed 
in percentage points in percentage points 
100,000 . . . . . . . . 1.4 2.0 3.1 1 ,ooo,ooo . . . . 1.8 2.6 4.0 5.2 6.0 6.5 
200,000 . . . . . . . . 1 .o 1.4 2.2 2,000,000 . . . . 1.3 1.8 2.8 3.7 4.2 4.6 
600,000 . . . . . . . . 0.6 0.8 1.3 6,000,OOO . . . . 0.7 1 .o 1.6 2.1 2.4 2.7 
1 ,ooo,ooo . . . . . . 0.5 0.6 1 .o 10,000,000 . . . 0.6 0.8 1.2 1.6 1.9 2.,1 
2,000,000 . . . . . . 0.3 0.5 0.7 20,000,000 . . . 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.2 1.3 I.5 
6,000,OOO . . . . . . 0.2 0.3 0.4 60,000,OOO . . . 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.8 0.8 
10,000,000 . . . . . 0.1 0.2 0.3 100,000,000 . . 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 
20.000.000 . . . . . 0.1 0.1 0.2 200,000,000 . . 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 
30,000,000 . . . . . 0.1 0.1 0.2 300,000,000 . . 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 
L - -
illustration of use of table V: Table 12 shows that 
illustration of use of table IV: Table I shows that of the 24,099,OOO days of care provided for males 
28.5 percent of the 9,671,OOO white male patients discharged during 1972 from hospitals with 500 beds 
discharged during 1972 from all hospitals were aged or more, 26.6 percent of the days were utilized by 
4564 years. Linear interpolation between the values patients 65 years and over. Linear interpolation 
shown in table IV will yield an approximate standard between the values shown in table V will yield an 
error of 0.5 percent for an estimate of 28.5 percent with approximate standard error of 1.9 percent for an 
a base of 9,671,OOO. estimate of 26.6 percent with a base of 29,099,OOO. 
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grouping with which the patient characteristic(s) 
is cross-classified. The procedures that appIy are 
as follows: 
1. Approximate relative standard errors of esti­
mated number of discharges are obtained 
from the curves shown in figure II. 
2. Approximate relative standard errors of esti­
mated number of days of care are obtained 
from the curves shown in figure III. 
3. Approximate standard errors of estimated 
percentages of discharges when the character­
istic(s) used to form the numerator of the 
percentage is a subclass of the denominator 
are shown in table IV. 
4. Approximate standard errors of estimated 
percentages of days of care when the charac­
teristic(s) used to form the numerator of the 
percentage is a subclass of the denominator 
are shown in table V. 
Approximate standard errors of average 
lengths of stay can be calculated as in the fol­
lowing example: Suppose the standard error 
(oR r) of the average length of stay during 1972 
for males aged 15-44 years for all hospitals is 
desired. The estimated number of discharges for 
this statistic is 3,759,OOO (table I) and the esti­
mated number of days of care is 25,261,OOO 
(table 10). 
Figure III. Approximate relative 	 standard errors of estimated numbers of days of care for patient characteristics, by geographic region 
and/or size of hospital, and type of ownership and for all hospitals. 
SIZE OF ESTIMATE IN iHOUSANDS 
Illustration of use of figure 111: As shown in table 14, an estimated 4,091,OOO days of care during 1972 were provided to patients aged 
15-44 years in proprietary hospitals. The relative standard error of this estimate as read from the line “Ownership groups” is 
approximately 18.0 percent: the standard error is 730,980 (18.0 percent of 4,951,OOO). 
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Let 
R, = 	 Number of days of care 
Number of discharges 
Y I 3,75g,ooo
=X’-- 25,261,OOO = 6.7 days. ’ 
The relative standard error ( V,J) of 25,261,OOO 
(from all hospitals curve in figure III) is 2.8 per-
cent or .028; 1/,,2=.028*. The relative standard 
error (V,)) of 3,759,OOO (from all hospitals 
curve in figure II) is 3.2 percent or .032; VYt*= 
.032*. The sample correlation coefficient (r) 
which measures the closeness of the relation be-
000 
tween the estimated number of days of care and 
the estimated number of discharges has been 
computed to be .75. 
VRJ = vxJ + T/y?‘- 2r v,+ 
= .028* + .032*’ - 1.5(.028 X -032) 
= .00078 + .OOlOi - .00134 
=gJ!iz&G 
V,I = .00046 = .0214 




DEFINITI’ONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 

Terms Relating to l-!ospitalization 
Patient.-A person who is formahy admitted 
to the inpatient service of a short-stay hospital 
for observation, care, diagnosis, or treatment. In 
this report the number of patients refers to the 
number of discharges during 1972 including 
multiple discharges of the same individual (if 
any) from one short-stay hospital or more. All 
newborn infants, defined as those admitted by 
birth to the hospital, are excluded from this 
report. “Inpatient” and “patient” are used 
synonymously. 
Patients under 1 year of age.-Includes infants 
admitted on the day of birth, directly or by 
transfer from another medical facility, with or 
without mention of a disease, disorder, or 
immaturity. 
Discharge.-The .formal release of an in-
patient by a hospital, that is, the termination of 
a period of hospitalization by death or by 
disposition to place of residence, nursing home, 
or another hospital. In this report, “discharges” 
and “patients (or inpatients) discharged” are 
used synonymously. 
Discharge rate.-The ratio of the number of 
hospital discharges (inpatients) during a year to 
the number of persons in the civilian noninstitu­
tionalized population as of July 1 of that year. 
Days of care.-The total’number of inpatient 
days accumulated at time of discharge by 
patients discharged from short-stay hospitals 
during 1972. A stay of less than 1 day (inpatient 
admission and discharge on the same day) is 
counted as 1 day in the summation of total days 
of care. For patients admitted and discharged on 
different days, the number of days of care is 
computed by counting all days from (and 
inchking) the date of-admission to .(but .not 
including) the date of discharge. 
Rate of days of care.-The ratio of the 
number of inpatient days accumulated at time 
of discharge by patients discharged from short-
stay hospitals during a year to the number of 
persons in the civilian noninstitutionalized pop­
ulation as of July 1 of that year. 
Average length of stay.-The total number of 
inpatient days -accumulated at time of discharge 
by patients discharged during I972 divided by 
the number of patients discharged. “Average 
stay, ” “duration of stay,” and “length of stay” . 
are used interchangeably. 
Hospitals and Hospital Characteristics 
Short-stay hos@taZs.-General and short-term 
special hospitals having six beds or more’ for 
inpatient use and an average (mean) length of 
stay of less than 30 days. Military and Veterans 
Administration hospitals and hospital units of 
institutions are not included. “Hospitals” and 
“short-stay hospitals” are used synonymously. 
Seie of /zos@taZ.-Measured by the number of 
beds, cribs, and pediatric bassinets regularly 
maintained (set up and staffed for use) for 
inpatients; bassinets for newborn infants are not 
included. In this report the classification of 
hospitals by bed size is based on the number of 
beds at or near midyear reported by the 
hospitals. 
Location of hospitals.-See “Geographic 
region.” 
Type of ownership of hospital--Refers to the 
type of organization that controls and operates 
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the hospital. In this report the classification of Region States Included 
hospitals by type of -ownership is based on 
responses provided by sample hospitals. The 
Northeast.. . . .,... Maine, New Hampshire, Ver­hospitals are grouped as follows: 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
1. 	Voluntary hospitals. Hospitals operated by a Island, Connecticut, New 
church or another nonprofit organization. York, New Jersey, and Penn-
2. 	Government hospitals. Hospitals operated by sylvania 
State and local governments. 
3. 	Proprietary hospitals. Hospitals controlled by North Central. . . . Michigan, Ohio, Illinois, In-
individuals, partnerships, or corporations for diana, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
profit. Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, and
Demographic Terms Kansas 
/lge.-Refers to age at last birthday prior to 
admission to the hospital inpatient service South. . . . . . . . . . . . Delaware, Maryland, District 
(newborn infants excepted). of Columbia, Virginia, West 
Color.-In this report patients are classified Virginia, N ortli Carolina, 
into two groups, “white” and “all other.” The South Carolina, Georgia, Flor­
all other classification includes all categories ida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala­
other than white, some of which are too small bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
for statistical purposes to be presented separ- Lo u i siana, Oklahoma, and 
ately. White includes Mexican and Puerto Rican Texas 
unless specifically identified as all other.’ 
Geographic region. -In this report hospitals West. . . . . . . . . . . . Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
are classified by location according to the four Colorado, New Mexico, Ari­
geographic regions of the United States which ‘zona, Utah, Nevada, Washing-
correspond to those used by the U.S. Bureau of ton, Oregon, California, 
the Census. Hawaii, and Alaska 
000 
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATION SERIES 
Formerly Public Health Service Publication No. 1000 
Series 1. 	 Programs and collection procedures. -Reports which describe the general programs of the National 
Center for Health Statistics and its officesanddivisions, data collection methods used, definitions, 
and other material necessary for understanding the data. 
Series 2. 	 Data ewzluation and methods research. -Studies of new statistical methodology including: experi­
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical 
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory. \ 
Series 3. Analytical studies.-Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies basedon vital and health 
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expositorytypes of reports in the other series, 
Series 4. 	 Documents and committee reports. -Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and 
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised 
birth and death certificates. 
Series 10. 	 Data from the Health Interview Swvev. -Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use 
of hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health-related topics, based on data 
collected in a continuing national household interview survey. 
Series II. Data from the Health Examination Survey. -Data from direct examination, testing, and measure­
ment of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalpopulation provide the basis for two types 
of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of specific diseases in the United 
States and the distiibutions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psycho-
logical characteristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without 
reference to an explicit finite universe of persons. 
Series 12. 	 Data from the Institutional Population Swveys.- Statistics relating to the health characteristics of 
persons in institutions, and their medical, nursing, and personal care received, based on national 
samples of establishments providing these services and samples of the residents or patients. 
Series 13. 	 Data from the Hospital Discharge Survey. -Statistics relating to discharged patients in short-stay 
hospitals, based on a sample of patient records in a national sample of hospitals. 
Series 14. 	 Data on health yesowces: manpower and facilities. -Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri­
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians,dentists, nurses, other health 
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities. 
Series.20. 	 Data on mortality .-Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or 
monthly reports-special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables, also 
geographic and time series analyses. 
Sen’es 21. 	 Data on natality, marriage, and divorce. -Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce 
other than as included in regular annual or monthly reports-special analyses by demographic 
variables, also geographic and time series analyses, studies of fertility. 
Series 22. 	 Data from the National Natality and Mortality Swveys.- Statistics on characteristics of births 
and deaths not available from the vital records, based on sample surveys stemming from these 
records, including such topics as mortality by socioeconomic class, hospital experience in the 
last year of life, medical care during pregnancy, health insurance coverage, etc. 
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: 	 Scientific and Technical Information Branch 
National Center for Health Statistics 
Public Health Service, HRA 
Rockville, Md. 20852 
